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Bishop Speaks...

DILEXI TE - 1 HAVE LOVED YOU
Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,
“I have loved you.” (Rev 3:9)
Peace and Blessings in our Lord Jesus Christ!
I. SYNOPSIS AND ESSENCE OF THE DOCUMENT

Pope Leo XIV’s first Apostolic Exhortation, Dilexi Te (“I Have
Loved You”), released on 4 October 2025, continues the deep spiritual
legacy of Pope Francis’ Dilexit Nos. It proclaims that love for Christ is
inseparable from love for the poor, and that the credibility of the Church
depends on her closeness to the suffering of the marginalized. The Holy
Father reminds us that care for the poor is not an act of philanthropy,
but a central expression of faith, discipleship, and worship. The
Exhortation unfolds in three rich chapters:

1. A Few Essential Words - Christ identifies Himself with the
poor. Love for God and love for the poor are one and the same
reality. The Pope calls for conversion from consumerism to
compassion.

2. God Chooses the Poor - The entire salvation history reveals
God'’s preferential love for the poor. Jesus became poor, not as a
symbol, but as a divine choice of solidarity.

3. A Church for the Poor - The Church must be poor, humble,
and merciful. The Pope recalls the witness of saints who
embodied the Gospel through service to the poor, the sick,
prisoners, migrants, and children.

The Holy Father concludes: “The words I have loved you’ are
addressed above all to the poor. Whoever loves them, loves Christ;
whoever serves them, serves the Gospel.”

II. RELEVANCE FOR OUR DIOCESE AND MINISTRIES

The Diocese of Sivagangai, from its inception, has been rooted
in the mission to serve the poor and the marginalized. The Holy
Father’s exhortation comes as a renewed mandate for us - priests,
religious, and laity - to rediscover our identity as a Church that is poor
and for the poor.

Our pastoral and social ministries - Sivagangai Multi-purpose
Social Service Society (SMSSS) for the marginalized, Vincent de Paul
Society for the deserving, various educational institutions for rural poor
children, homes for vulnerable children and elderly, Special Schools for
differently abled, health-care centres for the disadvantaged, and the
recently initiated Aananda Lunch Scheme (ALP) for the elderly poor -
are visible expressions of this Gospel mandate. Dilexi Te provides us
with a theological and spiritual foundation for these ministries.

Pope Leo XIV reminds us: “Contact with those who are lowly
and powerless is a fundamental way of encountering the Lord of
history.” Our mission among the poor is not a peripheral work, but the
very core of our identity as a diocese. When we serve the poor, we touch
the wounds of Christ. When we listen to their cry, we hear the voice of
God. The Holy Father calls every diocese to make the love of the poor
the heart of evangelization. The Church in Sivagangai must therefore
strive to become:

e A Church of hospitality, where the poor feel at home.

e A Church of mercy, that embraces the broken and the
excluded.

e A Church of justice, that addresses the root causes of poverty
and inequality.

III. CHALLENGE TO PRIESTLY AND RELIGIOUS LIFE

In Dilexi Te, Pope Leo XIV writes: “Holiness cannot be
understood or lived apart from love for the poor.” This is a profound
reminder for every priest and religious. Our priesthood and consecrated
life are not defined by our offices or institutions, but by our capacity to
love and serve the least. The poor evangelize us; they reveal Christ to us.

The Pope’s words echo the early Fathers of the Church:

e St. John Chrysostom taught, “If you cannot find Christ in the
beggar at the Church door, you will not find Him in the
chalice.”

e St. Ambrose declared, “The bread which you keep belongs to
the hungry; the clothes you lock away belong to the naked.”

e St. Lawrence the Deacon called the poor “the treasures of the
Church.”

These timeless truths challenge us to examine whether our
ministry reflects Christ’s kenosis - His self-emptying love (Phil 2:68). We
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are called to a pastoral conversion - to move from administration to
accompaniment, from comfort to compassion, from routine to radical
love. The Holy Father calls us to see the poor not as objects of charity
but as subjects of dignity. They are not recipients of our generosity but
partners in God’s mission.

IV. ACTION PLANS AND DIOCESAN APPLICATION

Inspired by the Holy Father’s vision, the following pastoral orientations
may emerge for our diocesan renewal:

1. Preferential Option for the Poor

o Each parish and religious community should identify and
accompany the poorest families in their area the elderly,
widows, differently abled, migrants, and those without support.

o Parish should have a “Mercy Desk” to coordinate outreach
programs rooted in Gospel compassion.

2. Formation for Compassionate Discipleship

o Priests, religious, and seminarians must be formed in the
spirituality of simplicity, empathy, and pastoral closeness.

o Ongoing formation programs should include immersion
experiences among the poor and marginalized.

3. Strengthening Charitable Initiatives

o Strengthen and expand the diocesan social action initiatives
especially Aananda Lunch Scheme (ALP) and sustainable
outreach such as SMSSS projects and educational scholarship
for the underprivileged.

4. Liturgical and Catechetical Renewal

o Our liturgies must reflect solidarity with the poor. Introduce
“Sunday for the Poor” celebrations, integrating intercessions,
offerings, and testimonies.

o Catechesis should teach children and youth that service to the
poor is an act of worship and not optional generosity.

5. Witness of Simplicity

o Priests and religious are called to live simply, avoiding
extravagance, reflecting the Gospel poverty that speaks louder
than sermons. As Pope Leo XIV writes, “The Church is truly
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herself only when she is poor, merciful, and near the
suffering.”
V. A CALL TO CONVERSION AND HOPE

Dilexi Te is not a social manifesto, but a spiritual charter for
renewal. It invites us to see the face of Christ in every poor person we
meet. The poor are not a problem to be solved but a presence to be
loved. “Whoever loves the poor, loves Christ. Whoever serves them,
serves the Gospel.” This is the heart of our priestly and religious
vocation. In the Diocese of Sivagangai, where so many live in poverty
and struggle, we are called to be the living sacraments of God’s
compassion.

May every parish, religious communities, and institutions and
service centre become a place where the words of Jesus are fulfilled
(Lk 4: 18). Let us, therefore, renew our commitment to simplicity, to
solidarity, and to a Gospel life that reflects the love of Christ.

VI. CONCLUSION

Beloved fathers, brothers and sisters, Dilexi Te is a call for us in
Sivagangai to make the love of the poor the soul of our evangelization.
Let us make this exhortation our pastoral compass as we are in the
Jubilee Year of 2025. Let our Church be known not for her structures,
but for her compassion; not for her wealth, but for her witness; not for
her power, but for her love. As St. Vincent de Paul reminds us, “Go to
the poor - you will find God; for in the poor we meet Christ - loved,
wounded, and waiting to be embraced.”

As we enter the month of November, our hearts are drawn in
gratitude and remembrance for Late Bishop Edward Francis and all the
priests, religious, and lay faithful who have toiled generously in God’s
vineyard - especially those who dedicated their lives to the service of the
poor in our diocese and now rest in the Lord. May their example inspire
us to walk the same path of love and self-giving. Let us pray for their
eternal repose and continue their legacy with renewed zeal and
compassion.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them! May they rest in peace! Amen.

With my prayers and blessings,

+ Lourdu Anandam
Bishop of Sivagangai.
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Congratulations on the
Second Episcopal Ordination Anniversary

Your Excellency, —

With hearts filled with gratitude and joy, we
extend our heartfelt congratulations to you on the
Second Anniversary of your Episcopal Ordination
(Nov 26). Your pastoral care, spiritual leadership,
and deep commitment to the flock entrusted to
you have been a true blessing to our diocese. w
In these two years, your vision and dedication &= i
have brought forth remarkable initiatives from

the long-awaited plan for the New Cathedral after 38 years, to the
Ananda Noon Meals Scheme feeding 300 elders with compassion

and dignity, and the many innovative pastoral and administrative
schemes that reveal your far-sighted leadership.

You have shown us the heart of a shepherd, the wisdom of a builder,
and the zeal of a true missionary. As you continue to guide the
diocese with faith and foresight, may the Lord grant you good
health, renewed strength, and abundant grace to fulfill His divine
mission.

Ad Multos Annos!

(May you be blessed with many more fruitful years of service!)

With prayerful wishes and gratitude,
Diocesan Priests, Religious Priests,
Brothers and Sisters and all the Faithful of the Diocese.
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ALL INDIA BIBLICAL CATECHETICAL &
LITURGICAL CENTRE (AIBCLC)
Post Bag 8426, Hutchins Road, 2™ Cross, Bangalore - 560 084

COURSES / EVENTS 2026

RESERVATION : Applicants may reserve their places by sending a
Demand Draft, Money Order, Bank Transfer or UPI in favour of
"All India Biblical Catechetical & Liturgical Centre
Seminar" for Rs. 500/- as Registration Fee (non-refundable).
Course fees may be paid on arrival.

COURSE FEE |Inclusive of registration, course material,
accommodation and food
Laity Seminars (Registration Fee only: Rs. 500/-)

10-16 Jan Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Tamil)
14-20 Apr Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Malayalam)
09-13 May Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Tamil)
15-18 May : Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Kannada)
25-27 Sep . Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Telugu)
10-13 Oct . Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Malayalam)
04-14 Nov Lay Leaders’ Seminar (Marathi)

Sabbatical year (Priest & Religious)
01Jan-31May Sabbatical Year Course-1

01 Jul- 30 Nov Sabbatical Year Course -2
Novices :  Inter - Novitiate Program
05-07 Jan 1) Day Scholars
2) Residential
Deacons
16-21 Nov Deacons Course
Young Priests & Religious
01-14 May Two week course for Young Priests & Religious
Religious Silver & Golden Jubilee
23-28 Apr . Mastering Midlife Silver Jubilee Program
19-23 May Aging Gracefully Golden Jubilee Program
Priest & Religious
09-15Feb . Secretarial Course : Al for Ministry Excellence
23-27 Feb :  Combined Course in Safe Environment
4-5 March : Ecumenical & Interreligious Dialogue
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16-20 Mar Pastoral Animation & Facilitation Course
23-28 Apr :  Evangelization through Creative Arts

19-23 May Media Education Course

25-29 May Transactional Analysis & Communication Skills
28Sep -2 Oct Special Retreat on Missionary Discipleship
Priest, Religious & Laity (Open to all)

19-23 Jan :  Training in Word Preaching Ministry

19-21 Feb . Artists Camp & Exhibition

09-13 Mar Word of God Retreat

28 Aug- 24 Sep One Month Intensive Bible Course
- for Religious

- for Laity

02-03 Sep National Research Seminar

19-23 Oct Training in Mission Preaching & Word Ministry
23-27 Nov Word of God Retreat

For Religious Superiors & Formators (Priests & Religious)
09-16 Jul : Seminar for Religious Leaders (Batch I)

18-25Jul : Course in Pastoral Counselling Skills

27 Jul- 3 Aug Seminar for Religious Leaders (Batch II)

5-12 Aug : Pastoral Management Course

17-24 Aug :  Financial Administration Course

4 ( INFORMATION ) A

From the Desk of the Vicar General

Clergy Recollection
Mass for the Departed Bishop &Priests

The Clergy monthly Recollection for the month of November
2025 will be held on November 05, 2025 (Wednesday ) at
10.00 am in the Vianney Pastoral Centre, Sivagangai. In the
evening, at 6.15 pm, Holy Mass for the Departed Bishop and
Priests will be celebrated in the Cathedral. Kindly, note the
date andattend without fail and be on time.

Theme : Revamping the Sacrament of Reconciliation
for Today’s Church
Facilitator : Rev. Prof. Dr. Yesu Karunanidhi, Missionary of Mercy

Vicar General

\_ Rev. Msgr. R. Arul Joseph /
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LESSONS FROM THE
FIRST HOMILY OF POPE LEO XIV

Pope Leo XIV is a promising hope to the Catholic faith. God has
given the best leadership in the person of Pope Leo XIV. Therefore,
here I would like to bring out the salient features of the first Homily given
by the Pope after his election as the 267" Pope of the Catholic Church.
His first major homily (May 9, 2025) carries his message to the
humanity and to the Catholic Church. Let us have a bird view to
understand his heart, message, and love for Christ and the Church.

1. Thanksgiving and Humility before God
« The Pope began with gratitude to God for “the marvels He has
done,” acknowledging his election as a cross and a blessing.
« He emphasized humility and reliance on God’s grace, inviting
the faithful to “walk together” in faith and unity.
2. Christ as the Center of Faith
« He reaffirmed Peter’s confession: “You are the Christ, the Son
of the Living God.”
o This truth, he said, is the core of Christian faith and the
foundation on which the Church stands.
« He insisted that Jesus alone reveals the face of the Father and
offers the model of holiness for all humanity.
3. The Challenge of Modern Secularism
« Pope Leo XIV addressed the growing rejection of faith in the
modern world:
o Many consider religion “absurd” or only for the weak.
o Society often replaces God with idols of technology,
money, pleasure, success, and power.
« He lamented that even among baptized Christians, “practical
atheism”living as if God doesn’t existhas become common.
4. The Crisis of Meaning and Human Dignity
« The Pope linked this loss of faith with the loss of meaning in life,
the crisis of family, violations of human dignity, and the neglect
of mercy.

« He called for a renewal of compassion, moral clarity, and
respect for life at every stage.
5. The Church’s Mission: Witness with Joy

« Despite opposition, he encouraged Catholics to witness joyfully
to Christ in the world.
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« He drew from Pope Francis’s teaching on the Church as a
missionary community, saying: “This is the world entrusted to
us... we must bear witness to our joyful faith in Christ the
Saviour.”

6. Personal and Ecclesial Conversion

« Pope Leo XIV urged both individuals and the entire Church to
undertake a daily journey of conversion.

« Thisinvolves:
o Adeeper relationship with Jesus,
o Renewal of faith,
o Commitment to holiness, and
o Evangelization through authentic Christian living.

7. The Papal Role: To Preside in Charity
« He described his mission as Pope with the words of St. Ignatius
of Antioch: “To preside in charity over the universal Church.”

« He interpreted his role as one of service, self-emptying, and
witness, “to move aside so that Christ may remain.”

8. Entrustment to Mary

« The Pope concluded by entrusting his papacy and the Church to
Mary, Mother of the Church, asking for her intercession to help
him remain faithful and humble in his mission.

9. Overall Message

Through this above summary, we could realize that Pope Leo
XIV’s homily had set a tone of renewal, humility, and missionary
courage. [ am certain that it had been both a call to spiritual conversion
for Catholics and a moral appeal to the world to rediscover meaning,
mercy, and hope in Jesus Christ. Let us all try to follow the footsteps of
Jesus through the great leaders of the Catholic Church.

Rev. Dr. R. Maria Dellus,
Chancellor, Sivagangai Diocese.

= Papal Intention-oer 2025 ::
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k Oriyur Pilgrimage Collections - Parishes w

Amaravathipudur Rs.
Andavoorani
Anjukottai
Ariyakudi
Avudaipoigai
C.K. Mangalam
Devakottai
Gaspar Nagar
Idaikattur
llayangudi
Kalaikulam
Kalaiyarkovil
Kalladithidal
Kanakkanpatty
Karankadu
Keelakarai
Keelauchani
Kokkurani
Kottaiyur
Kurumilangudi
M. Michaelpattanam
M. Saveriyarpattanam
Manamadurai
Mandapam
Managiri
Mattiyarendal
Mookaiyur
Muppaiyur
Muthupattanam
Muthupettai
Nagarikathan
Nanakudi
Okkur

05" October 2025

1,000 00 Orikottai 1,500 00
2,000 00  Oriyur 5,000 00
1,500 00 Pagaianjan 1,000 00
2,000 00 Pamban 10,000 00
2,000 00 Paramakudi 10,000 00
1,000 00 Puliyal 5,000 00
2,000 00 Pushpavanam 1,000 00
1,500 00 Rameshwaram 2,500 00
4,500 00 Ramnad 3,200 00
2,000 00 Ramnagar 10,000 00
1,000 00 Rochmanagar 3,000 00
5,000 00 R.S. Mangalam 1,000 00
6,000 00 Salaigramam 3,000 00
6,001 00 Sarugani 30,001 00
10,000 00  Satharasanpatti 1,000 00
3,000 00 Saveriyarpattanam 2,500 00
5,000 00 Sayalkudi 3,000 00
2,020 00  Sekkalai 10,000 00
2,500 00 Sengudi 2,000 00
1,000 00 Senjai 10,000 00
1,000 00 Silameganadu 1,000 00
1,000 00 Singampunari 1,000 00
3,000 00 Sivagangai 5,000 00
1,000 00  Suranam 1,500 00
4,000 00 T. Susaiyapparpattinam 1,500 00
2,000 00 Thangachimadam 3,000 00
1,000 00  Thirupathur 5,000 00
1,000 00 Thiruvarangam 5,000 00
3,000 00  Thiruvettriyur 1,001 00
5,000 00 V. Michaelpattanam 2,000 00
2,000 00 Vallani 5,000 00
3,000 00 Ulaganathapuram 1,500 00
2,000 00 Total Rs. 2,37,723 00
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Surplus Masses Remitted to Procurator Bishop Susaimanickam Fund

N . Holy Carried Forward Rs. 11,97,001 00
ame Parish Amount
Masses Ramanathapuram Parish Rs. 10,000 00
1. Carmel Convent Sivagangai 153 15,300 Total Rs. 12,07,001 00
2. Fr. Vincent Amalraj Ramnagar 160 24,000
3. Fr. Lourduraj Sarugani 67 10,050 Cathedral Construction Fund
4. Fr. Maria Dellus Sivagangali 7 1,050 Arockia Mary, Kalaiyarkoil Rs. 5,000 00
5. Fr. Kamal Raj Kallal 92 11,700 T. Susaiapparpattinam Parish 5,000 00
6. Fr. R.S. Irudavaraj Nanakudi 563 84,500 Periyanayagi Puram 5,000 00
Total Rs. 15,000 00
Contribution to the Diocese
Carried Forward Rs. 15,22,100 00 _ Poor Students’ Fund
Fr. Kamal Raj, Kallal Parish Rs. 50,000 00 Carried Forward Rs. 30,000 00
St. Joseph Matric Hr. Sec. School Ramnagar 25,000 00 LFRC School, Senjai Rs. 1,00,000 00
Periyanayagi Puram 2,500 00
Total Rs. 15,97,100 00 Rs. 1.32.500 00
o ?ll:landz:l Lunch SchemRe Fu;;lS 100 0 (Necrology )
arried Forwar s. 9,38,
Oriyur Pilgrimage - Offertory Collection 1,94,660 00 Rev. Fr. 5. Lourdu Ubagaram - 30.11.2002
A.J. Leema Thomas 25.000 00 Rev. Fr. A. Sebastian - 29.11.2010
Santhoshapuram, Anjukottai Parish 10,000 00 Rev. Fr. T. Ambrose - 27.11.2019
Manamadurai Parish 15,000 00 May their souls rest in peace!

Kalangathankottai, Aranmanaikarai

Suranam Parish 10,000 00 SoLavrd Swmmiyl uuins G S6T

Sembar, Pagaianchan Parish 10,001 00 panbut - 2025
Senjai Parish 25,000 00 - - i
T.Susaiapparpattinam Parish 5,000 00 erevor Gs8 fprrer &L
J. Evangeline Merlin 2,000 00 1| 0812025 | sefl Leles SIBeTTeNTiST SpsvlLid, SMEvATLITIGETEAD
St. Jerold Majella Church, 09.1.2025 | epmuimi
Santhosapuram, Anjukottai 11,600 00 2. | 20.11.2025 Gﬂu_ll:r@a')'r sEsdioLb sgeTet L)
12,46,660 00 21.1.2025 6euesiterf]
BT (. S. eivleLIaT, O\FWIevH, GBLDL HEvEUTLPeL Liswlls&w
Bishop Edward Francis Fund SleweoBud] : 9677950941
Carried Forward Rs. 8,96,081 00 ( For private circulation only )
Ananda College Rs. 2,000 00 Prepared by : Chancellor, Bishop’s House, Sivagangai. Cell : 0091- 8807440484, 9715842573
Total Rs. 9,01,081 00 E-Mail : svgbishop@gmail.com

Website : www.rcdioceseofsivagangai.org
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